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Case Study...

REVITALISATION OF LEVEN HOUSE, MOMBASA, KENYA

5. Mortar and Plaster Mixes

6. Restoration of Doors and Windows

7. Restoration of Roofs

8. Restoration of Ceiling

The surface of the building was completely dilapidated and thus called for it to be redone. It was absolutely paramount to get the
properties right among them is that the plaster needed to be porous enough to ensure humidity could easily evaporate from the walls
and also resist the rains and abrasion by users. To ensure flexibility aand the porosity , lime was used as a binder.

At the onset of the project, only a few oepnings were actually intact with only a few layers of paint to be removed. The other were
either damged or had elements missing. The work on the doors and windows consisted restoring all the existing elements despite of
their conservation status.

The suspended ceinling in the building was totally damaged and hence needed
replacement.. the ceiling was done using tougue and grooved cyprus. The brandering
was treated with insecticide before fining in the wooden board and the final treatment
done in linseed oil.

The roof was in a deplorable condition and as such needed complete replacement. The new roof has the same shape as the one that
was there before supported by the same stucture that consist of 4 timber trusses. The only difference is the inclusion of a reinforced
concrete ring beam aand a wall plate that ensure uniform load didtribution on the masonry walls

Overview

Deplorable condition of the roof New roof installed Decorative fascia board redone
The balcony before
restoration in 2001

The balcony during
restoration in 2005

Cracked and deformed
East Wall of Leven House

Corrected wall as of 2005

Corroded steel
reinforcements in slabs

Redone floor slabs and
installed ceiling

View of the East elevation
as of 2001

View of the East elevation
as of 2005 Decayed ceiling beams as

of 2001

Damaged openings on the
front elevation and damaged
concrete terrace on the verge

of collapse (2001)

Newly installed ceiling
beams as of 2005

All windows and doors fixed
on the front elevation fixed.
Missing panels and shutters

replaced using replicas  (2005)

Leven House Section

The fully revitalised Leven House


