Revitalisation of Birzeit Historic Gentre

Architects: RIWAQ
Centre for Architectural Conservation, Ramallah, Palestine
Location: Birzeit, Palestine.
Client: Birzeit Municipality, Palestine

Year: 2006-2012

CASE STUDY...

Proposed alterations to an existing section in the
'model house' with simple environmental

strategies.

Description

This five-year project, part of a rehabilitation master plan initiated by the
Riwaq - Centre for Architectural Conservation and eventually involving 50
villages that have retained a high degree of historic integrity, has
transformed the decaying town of Birzeit, created employment through
conservation and revived vanishing traditional crafts in the process.
Through focusing on towns and villages in the area under Palestinian civil
authority where an estimated 50% of the surviving historic structures of
Palestine are located and where most Palestinians live, Riwaq realised that
it could save much of Palestine’s remaining heritage, and at the same time
have the greatest socio-economic impact. Conservation would create jobs,
revitalise local workshops and, ultimately, spark interest and investment in
historic village centres.

The development principles consist of: improving the quality of life for
inhabitants and the users of the centre and protection of tangible cultural
heritage as a space for socio-economic and political development. In
addition, the principles encourage investment, promote the historic centre
as a cultural and develop the institution framework for the rehabilitation
processes.

Birzeit University Guest house exterior wall before and after restoration
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